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Dear

Enclosed are your grade-specific leveled text samples for you to consider in building your school BookRoom or classroom libraries. I’d like to take a few moments to share with you a little about Benchmark leveled texts and what makes them unique. 

The leveled texts from Benchmark are designed for reading in the content areas and contain science, math or social studies content. There are procedural/how-to texts, biographies, career, and fiction-to-fact pairs as well.  These leveled texts were carefully crafted by Reading Recovery trained teachers to be used for guided reading / small group instruction. You won’t find our leveled texts in any other publisher collection. These books were written by Benchmark Education for the express purpose of building a strong literacy foundation. There are 567 titles (a total of 3,402 texts) in our leveled text collection. 
There are some features that you will only find in Benchmark leveled texts. At the EMERGENT levels
(A-E/1-8), we developmentally place print and gradually introduce structural changes in text. We use predictable language patterns and make sure there’s a high picture/text correspondence.  In the emergent and EARLY levels (F-I/9-16), we put a high-frequency word at the beginning of every line for return sweep to encourage fluent reading.  We start to vary print placement and have more moderate picture support. Moving into the FLUENT levels (J-M / 18-28), we do things like break lines by phrases for fluency and we gradually move to a low text/picture match.  In the INTERMEDIATE levels (N-U/30-50), we use bite-sized chunks of text to enhance comprehension, control columns, and use more technical vocabulary. For your above-grade level readers in 5th grade, our newest Upper Intermediate set (S-X/44-60) will challenge the reader with engaging and motivating content. 
At each level, we gradually and developmentally introducing nonfiction text features.

	Nonfiction Text Feature

/

Level
	Photos
	Labels 

Captions 

Diagrams

Maps
	Table of Contents

Chapter Headings
	Glossary 

Index

Boldfaced Words
	Sidebars 

Text Breakers
	Front/Back Cover Blurbs 
Author Photo and Biography
Pronunciation Guides in Text
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	Levels L-M (24-28)
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	Levels N-X (30-60)
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Benchmark Education Company is the only non-basal, leveled text publisher approved by the NC Textbook Adoption Committee as a core program in the 2005-2006 NC English Language Arts (ELA) adoption. Our leveled text sets and award winning Reader’s Theater are two of the many programs listed on the NC Approved Adoption list.  Please feel free to visit our website at www.ncliteracyresources.com for the Benchmark correlation to the NC ELA Standard Course of Study.
Enclosed please find sample materials as you evaluate leveled texts and what needs your school may have. The following are enclosed in this packet:
· Benchmark Folder contains the 2007 Benchmark Catalog and CORRELATIONS to the NC SCS for Science and Social Studies. These correlations contain all the books that we feel match the NC Standards for these subjects. If a book doesn’t fit, we don’t include it. 
· Two Reader’s Theater Samples (one for Grades 1,2 and one for Grades 3,4,5,) – a great way to introduce content and include students at all reading levels in a purposeful activity to build fluency, vocabulary and comprehension! Our award winning scripts are based on science, social studies, or math content and connect to our leveled texts. The multileveled scripts contain 3 to 8 reading levels and each role is precisely leveled to allow proper placement. 
· Leveled Text Sample Pack

· Included in each pack is one example of an Emergent, Early, Fluent, Lower Intermediate, Intermediate, and Upper Intermediate text. 

· One of the books in your pack includes the matching Teacher Support pieces – the Teacher’s Guide and the Comprehension Card. The Comprehension Card is a tool for the teacher to use when he/she is working with students to develop higher order thinking and comprehension. Also, for each book there is a Teacher’s Guide. EVERY LEVELED TEXT six pack comes with it’s own Teacher’s Guide and Comprehension Card.
With so many leveled texts, how can you easily find the right one for your students? Our BookRoom CD, which is also available in a print version called the “BookRoom Skills Trace” and is soon to be available online, is your resource to search for books by criteria such as level, content area, comprehension skill, metacognitive strategy, phonological awareness, phonics/spelling, grammar/usage and word study, high-frequency word, academic content vocabulary, and type of writing.

100% Guarantee - We guarantee our books. If you have a defective book, we will replace it. 
FREE Teacher Orientation - We’re happy to come and do a one-hour orientation for your teachers on the Benchmark leveled texts, teacher materials, and BookRoom CD. We want your teachers to fully understand and utilize the wonderful supports that are available in the Benchmark materials so that your students develop strong literacy and comprehension skills while learning grade-appropriate content that is engaging and motivating!  
FREE SHIPPING THROUGH JULY 31st, 2007 for Union County! 
Please don’t hesitate to let us know how we can help you – please complete the attached form if you’d like additional samples, would like me to come and present the Benchmark materials to your teachers, and/or have questions. We are here to help.  
FAX BACK FORM
Please fax to Rebecca Lewis at 866-904-9958
Please send me the following sample materials:

Leveled Texts

· An additional set of K-5 leveled texts with comprehension cards and teacher’s guides for every book.

· A sample of the Upper Intermediate Texts Levels S-X (44-60) to challenge my Gr. 5 above-grade level readers (catalog pages 115-117)

Reader’s Theater

· An additional sample of content-based Reader’s Theater 

· A sample of the NEW Reader’s Theater Folktales, Myths and Legends with Character Education (p. 30-31 in catalog)
· A sample of the NEW Reader’s Theater Classics (p. 32-33 in catalog)
Supporting English Language Learners in the Classroom

· A sample of Early Explorers – K-2 Leveled Texts to support guided reading instruction for English Language Learners, Special Needs Students, and Striving Readers (Catalog pages 6-15)
· A sample of English Explorers – 3-5 Leveled Texts to support guided reading instruction for English Language Learners in the classroom (Catalog Pages 16-27).

· Please contact me to discuss the leveled text needs for my school. 

· I’d like to schedule a time for you to come present to my teachers
Name______________________________________________________________

School_____________________________________________________________

Phone/Email________________________________________________________

Rebecca S. Lewis  rebecca.lewis@ncliteracyresources.com 919-360-4128
www.ncliteracyresources.com
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